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But the first general property tax, into which all the older
contributions from the land soon merged, was the Saladin
tithe of 1188 on the occasion of the third crusade. In
England from this time on, the grants of rents and movables
(de redditibus et moliUbus, or, as they were sometimes called,
de redditibus et catallis) became more and more common
until they finally superseded the older methods of securing
revenue. The fractional parts of the property granted
varied from a fortieth to a fourth, but from 1290 it became
customary to tax the nobility and the clergy only two-thirds
as much as the commons. In 1334 tl^e proportion, was fixed
as the fifteenth and the tenth. Since the land was owned
chiefly by the nobles, this meant a higher nominal rate for
movables. But in reality there was a substantial equality
because the assessment of chattels was not strictly enforced.
This is apparent from the dissatisfaction shown with the tax
of 1275, when the people were assessed ad unguem, i.e. up
to the full value of their movables.1 In the succeeding
grants the old easy practice was resumed. As the tax on
lands, however, could be levied on actual rents, it was not
apt to be so leniently assessed. Thus a substantial equality
was probably reached.

Just as in England the tallages merged into the fifteenths
and tenths, so in France the feudal charges on the land
developed into the general property tax, which however still
retained the old name taille. The ordinances of 1254-56
attempted to regulate the assessment, and provided that
movables should be charged only half as much as immova-
bles.2 France thus endeavored to attain by law what
England effected by custom. During the fourteenth century
the taille came to be the chief direct tax, and in 1489 it was
made a permanent annual tax. In Germany, also, the imperial
and state direct taxes, in so far as there were any, took the
form of general property taxes. The Bedef the gemeiner

1 Dowell, History of Taxation and Taxes in England, (2d edition), L, p. 68.
3 Clamageran, Histoire de rimpdt en .France, L, p. 264.
8 At first a feudal land payment j cf. HUUmann, Deutsche JPinanzgeschicMe
des Mittelalters, p. 133.